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We were taught the classics with considerable
success: there was a modern side in which to the
best of my belief French and German took the place
of Latin and Greek and were taught on much the
same principles: but I do not think that you con-
sidered going on the modern side unless you were
of proved imbecility or were destined for the
Army.

No suggestion was ever made that we should
study German, though I remember that in my last
term I was allowed, as a special concession, to begin
it for a few hours a week. I never heard of anyone
who learnt or attempted to learn either Spanish or
Italian. We learnt enough mathematics to get
through the School Certificate: of science no word
was spoken: I knew that there were laboratories in
which ''stinks" were generated, but no one ever
suggested that I should visit them, and, what is much
more important, no word on any kind of scientific
subject was ever uttered, by way of instruction, in
my hearing.

No one was ever optimist enough to believe that
I could either sing or play: cherishing the latter
ambition I joined the brass band, and was assigned
an instrument called, to the best of my belief, a
fliigel-horn. I played it for two hours without elicit-
ing a note: and left the band, no one regretting my
departure: I have often wondered since whether I
am qualified to join the Old Fliigel Horn Players'
Association, should such a body exist.
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